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rce, however, its environmental costs are

us began the concluding paragraph of the key- Cotterel Mountain
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News (Manes et al. 2003). Written by a team of recognized
grouse experts, this article underscored the lack of past or
ongoing scientific research designed to document how a utili-
ty-scale wind power project might affect prairie grouse
species (Greater and Gunnison Sage-Grouse, Sharp-tailed
Grouse, and Lesser and Greater Prairie-Chicken).

While data are generally scarce for most prairie grouse
species, there are virtually no hard data on the relationship of
wind power development to Greater Sage-Grouse. Many sup-
posed impacts to this species are based on (1) observational
and anecdotal information (often from other species) and (2)
inferences from other land disturbance activities (e.g. oil and
gas exploration, electrical transmission lines).

Wildlife managers acknowledge that while these data are
the best available, using the scant, existing information is real-
ly no better than the best professional judgment . . . which fre-
quently differs from one professional to the next.

The Cotterel Mountains are a small, linear mountain range
in Cassia County, in southern Idaho, extending about 15 miles
from south to north. They are young, tilted-block mountains
with a gradual incline from the west and a steep escarpment to
the east. Much of the study
area is public land administered
by the Bureau of Land .
Management (BLM). Continued on page 18

Vegetation in the Cotterel
Mountains consists of an inter-
spersion of cover types domi-
nated by juniper (Juniperus
sp.), sagebrush-steppe
(Artemisia sp.), and mountain
mahogany (Cercocarpus sp.)
communities. A limited, but as
yet unknown, number of
Greater Sage-Grouse can be
found on the mountain
throughout the year. Whether .
these birds are year-round or S gl S Tim Reynolds photo
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seasonal residents is also unknown. That is, it has yet to be
determined whether the birds that winter on Cotterel Mountain
are the same birds that breed on the study area leks.
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